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1
CABLE WRAP SECURITY DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/298,385, filed Nov. 17, 2011 (now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,281,626), which is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/027,296, filed Feb. 7, 2008
(now U.S. Pat. No. 8,122,744), which claimed priority from
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/920,546
filed Mar. 28, 2007; the disclosures of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The invention relates to a security device, and more
particularly to an adjustable security device which wraps
around and secures a box-like structure in a secure locked
position. Even more particularly, the invention relates to
such a cable wrap security device which includes a plurality
of cables that wrap around the article to be protected and has
an unique mechanism for locking the cable to the device
after being placed around the article and for unlocking the
cable from the device by a key and a mechanism which
automatically retracts the cable onto a spool within the
device.

2. Background Information

Retail stores have a difficult time protecting boxes con-
taining various expensive merchandise, books and other
similarly structured packages, or protecting such containers
from being opened and the contents thereof being removed
without authorization from store personnel or damaged
while on display. Consumers often want to visually inspect
the packaged expensive articles before deciding to purchase
them. The store is faced with the problem of how to protect
these expensive articles from theft while displaying them for
sale.

One method used to protect these packages and the
articles contained therein is to enclose the article within a
transparent glass display case which can only be accessed by
an authorized clerk. The consumer can view the article
through the glass but is not able to handle the article or read
any of the information about the article that may be printed
on the box unless a store clerk removes the article from the
case. However, in large retail stores, the problem then arises
of getting the selected merchandise to the customer after the
customer wishes to purchase the same without subjecting the
merchandise to theft. One manner is to maintain a supply of
the boxes containing the expensive articles or merchandise
close at hand for delivery to or pick-up by the customer for
subsequent taking to a check-out clerk. However this makes
the boxes susceptible to theft and requires additional sales
personnel.

Another method used by retail stores is to list the article
in a catalog and require consumers to place an order from the
catalog. The article is delivered from a back storage area and
the consumer must simultaneously pick up and pay for the
merchandise at the same location to prevent unauthorized
removal from the store. The consumer does not get to inspect
the article before purchasing and if they are not satisfied they
must undergo the inconvenience of returning the article for
a refund.

Boxes and box-like structures are also subjected to unau-
thorized openings while being shipped via a courier. These
articles can be easily opened and resealed when packaged
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2

and taped-shut in the conventional manner without the
recipient or the sender knowing of such unlawful actions.
Shipped packages can be secured within a security container
with a locking mechanism but these containers are expen-
sive to purchase and add size and weight to the package
making it more expensive to ship. Also, would-be thieves
can gain unauthorized access to the contents of these con-
tainers by “picking” the locking mechanisms or possibly
guessing the combination to a combination lock.

Some prior art locking devices have adequately solved
this problem of securing packages or objects in a closed
condition while being displayed in retail stores or shipped
from one location to another. Some of these prior art security
devices include a wire which wraps around an article and is
secured by some type of locking mechanism. For example,
see U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,611,760, 4,418,551, 4,756,171, 4,896,
517, 4,930,324, 5,156,028, 5,722,266, 5,794,464, 6,092,401
and 7,162,899.

Although many of these prior art cable wrap security
devices have proven satisfactory, they may require a special
tool to operate the latch mechanism, both for tightening the
cable about the object to be protected and to retract the
security cable into the device after the security device has
been removed from the package. Also some require a
mechanism to enable the internal spool on which the cable
is wound to be free-wheeling in order for the cable to be
pulled outwardly to a larger size for placement around
another package.

Also, these prior art devices usually require that the cable
be manually rewound onto the spool for storage once the
security device has been removed from the package. This
requires additional work on the retail personnel, and if the
cables are not properly rewound will become tangled with
other cables providing a storage problem and requires addi-
tional work for reuse and replacement on a package.

Therefore, the need exists for a cable wrap security device
which includes a ratchet mechanism and locking member
which does not require any special tool to tighten the cable
about the package, and in which the lock mechanism locks
the cable in position about the object when a clip attached to
one end of the cable is inserted into the housing which nearly
simultaneously locks the cable spool in a fixed position
preventing further movement of the spool until it is manu-
ally wound to further tighten the cable about the object.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The security device of the present invention includes a
plurality of wires or cables which are intended to encircle
and lock all six sides of a box, package, book or other similar
structure. The cable extends between a ratchet member
which includes a gear with a plurality of teeth, one-way
pawls which engage the teeth, a spool which stores the cable
and is controlled by the ratchet member, a clip which is
attached to a free end of the cable for locking the cable to the
device, a locking mechanism which locks the cable clip to
the device and secures the cable spool in a fixed position,
and which includes and requires a special key to unlock the
cable once secured about the object.

Another feature of the present invention is to provide such
a security device which requires a special magnetic key to
unlock an internal protected locking member to enable the
cable to be removed from the protected article.

A further feature of the present invention is to provide the
security device with an audible alarm which is actuated
should the integrity of a sensing loop in the securing cable
be jeopardized or compromised, and in which the security
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device may contain an EAS tag which actuates an alarm at
a security gate should a potential thief attempt to leave the
premise before removing the security device from the pro-
tected article.

A still further feature of the invention is to provide such
a security device which includes a one-way ratchet which is
released automatically upon unlocking a cable attachment
clip from the lock mechanism by use of a special key.

Another feature of the invention is to provide such a
security device in which the locking mechanism is opened
by a magnetic release mechanism.

Still another aspect of the invention is to provide such a
security device in which the ratchet mechanism is manually
operated to tighten the cable about an article by a handle of
the ratchet mechanism avoiding the need for a special key to
rotate the ratchet mechanism and tighten the cable about the
protected article.

Another feature is to bias the cable storage spool by an
internal spring in the winding direction so that upon release
of the spool and cable attachment clip from the unlocking
mechanism, the spool automatically rewinds the cable back
onto the spool avoiding exposed dangling cables. This
places the security device in a compact condition ready for
subsequent use and eliminates exposed cables which can
become tangled with other objects, and which avoids the
need to manually wind the cable back onto the spool after
the cables have been removed from an article.

A further object of the invention is to enable the lock
mechanism to be moved from locked to an unlocked posi-
tion by the unlocking key after placement of the key in a pair
of apertures formed in the security device housing or in the
locking clip.

Another feature is that the security device has only two
cables or cable sections which are attached to the spool and
extend from the housing which provides a more conve-
niently operated mechanism and enables an increased
windup tension to be applied to the cable.

Still another aspect of the invention is the spring biased
spool which automatically winds up slack in the cable after
the cable is placed around the article, after which the cable
is tightened manually to a first desired tension.

A further feature is the mounting of the audible alarm
adjacent the bottom wall of the housing which is placed
adjacent the secured article preventing access thereto by a
thief; and in which a slight space is provided between the
bottom wall and article to enhance the sound transmission of
the audible alarm.

Another aspect of the invention is providing a spool
release button which when depressed automatically winds
the cable onto the spool enabling a clerk to easily control the
movement of the cable.

A still further feature is to provide both flanges of the
spool with peripheral teeth engaged by a release lever to
enable the spool to withstand greater tension being applied
to the cables without failure.

Another feature is to provide the cable attachment clip
with means that control a switch on the electronic circuitry
of the internal alarm system to deactivate the audible alarm
upon removal of the clip from the main housing of the
security device.

These features are obtained by the security device of the
present invention, the general nature of which may be stated
as comprising a housing; a cable for placement about the
object; a spool rotatably mounted in the housing and opera-
tively attached to a first end of the cable; a clip attached to
a second end of the cable for insertion into the housing to
secure the cable about the object; a lock mechanism for
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locking the clip to the housing; a ratchet mechanism opera-
tively engagable with the spool to maintain the cable tight-
ened about the object; a key for unlocking the clip from the
housing; and a retraction mechanism for automatically rotat-
ing the spool in the cable take-up direction to wind the cable
onto the spool.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred embodiment of the invention, illustrated of
the best mode in which Applicant contemplates applying the
principles, is set forth in the following description and is
shown in the drawings and is particularly and distinctly
pointed out and set forth in the appended claims.

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic top plan view showing the
security device of the present invention secured on a pack-
age.

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view looking in the direction
of Arrows 2-2, FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view looking in the direction
of Arrows 3-3, FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a combination of FIGS. 4A and 4B, which are
exploded perspective views of the security device.

FIG. 5 is a plan view of the inside surface of the housing
top cover plate.

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the underside surface of the
locking disc component of the ratchet mechanism.

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the security device in locked
position taken beneath the top cover plate.

FIG. 7A is a fragmentary view of the pivot arm compo-
nent of the locking mechanism shown engaged with the
locking disc shown in dot dashed lines.

FIG. 8 is a bottom plan view of the security device
showing the tensioning of the internal spool tension spring.

FIG. 9 is an enlarged sectional view taken on line 9-9,
FIG. 7.

FIG. 10 is an enlarged sectional view taken on line 10-10,
FIG. 7 showing the lock mechanism in locked position.

FIG. 11 is a top plan view similar to FIG. 1 showing the
unlocking key engaged with the security device.

FIG. 12 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 7 showing the
locking mechanism in the locked position with the key
engaging the lock mechanism just prior to the key being
moved to the unlocked position.

FIG. 13 is a sectional view taken on line 13-13, FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 is a top plan view similar to FIG. 11 showing the
unlocking key being moved to the unlocked position.

FIG. 15 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 12 showing the
locking mechanism in the unlocked position and the ratchet
mechanism and cable clip in disengaged positions.

FIG. 16 is a sectional view taken on line 16-16 showing
the locked mechanism in the unlocked position.

FIG. 17 is a plan view similar to FIG. 1 showing the
security device being placed on a package and the cable clip
being unwound from the spool for placement about the
package.

FIG. 18 is a view similar to FIG. 17 showing the cable clip
being inserted into the housing of the security device after
the cable is placed about the package.

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of the unlocking key.

FIG. 20 is a fragmentary top plan view with portions
broken away showing a modified embodiment of the cable
attachment clip connection.

FIG. 21 is a diagrammatic top perspective view of a
second embodiment of the security device of the present
invention.
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FIG. 22 is a combination of FIGS. 22A and 22B which are
plan views of the major components of the security device
of FIG. 21.

FIG. 23 is a plan view of the inside of the top housing
component.

FIG. 24 is a plan view of the outside of the bottom
housing component.

FIG. 25 is a side elevational view of the spool of the
modified security device of FIG. 21.

FIG. 26 is a bottom plan view of the spool of FIG. 25.

FIG. 27 is an end view of the clip housing of the modified
security device.

FIG. 28 is a top plan view of the locking lever of the
locking mechanism of the modified security device.

FIG. 29 is an exploded perspective view of the coiled
tensioning spring removed from its holder.

FIG. 30 is a top plan view of the security device of FIG.
21 with the locking clip being disconnected from the hous-
ing.

FIG. 31 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken
on line 31-31, FIG. 30.

FIG. 32 is a fragmentary sectional view showing the clip
being moved from the position of FIG. 31 into engagement
within the end of the housing of the security device.

FIG. 33 is a fragmentary top plan view with portions in
section similar to FIG. 30 showing the clip moving into a
first locked position with the housing.

FIG. 34 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on line
34-34, FIG. 33.

FIG. 35 is a sectional view taken on line 35-35, FIG. 33.

FIG. 36 is a fragmentary top plan view with portions in
section similar to FIG. 33 showing the clip in a fully locked
position within the housing of the security device.

FIG. 37 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on line
37-37, FIG. 36.

FIG. 38 is a sectional view taken on line 38-38, FIG. 36,
showing the clip in a fully locked position within the
housing and the cable in a wound position about the spool.

FIG. 39 is a top plan view with portions in section
showing the actuation button in a depressed condition and
the spool winding the cable into the housing.

FIG. 40 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 35 showing the
magnetic key unlocking the clip from the housing.

FIGS. 41-52 illustrate example views of a third embodi-
ment of a security device and FIG. 41 illustrates its housing
attached to a box containing a merchandise item.

FIG. 42 illustrates an example view of a crossover device
of the third embodiment of a security device attached to a
box containing the merchandise item.

FIG. 43 is a perspective view of the third embodiment of
a security device with its clip in the locked position.

FIG. 44A illustrates an example partial exploded view of
a top housing structure and the rocking lever of the third
embodiment of the security device.

FIG. 44B illustrates an example partial exploded view of
a bottom plate of the housing, spool and top housing wall of
the third embodiment of the security device.

FIG. 45 illustrates an example detailed view of the
rocking lever of the third embodiment of the security device.

FIG. 46A illustrates an example exploded view of an
upper housing of the clip and printed circuit board (PCB) of
the third embodiment of the security device.

FIG. 46B illustrates an example exploded view of a lower
housing of the clip of the third embodiment of the security
device.

FIG. 47 illustrates an example exploded view of the clip
of the third embodiment of the security device.
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FIG. 48 illustrates an example cross-sectional view with
the clip of the third embodiment of the security device
partially inserted into the housing.

FIG. 49 illustrates an example cross-sectional view with
the clip of the third embodiment of the security device
locked into the housing.

FIG. 50 is an enlarged cross-sectional view on line 50-50
of FIG. 49 with the clip of the third embodiment of the
security device locked into the housing and the clip’s
plunger switch depressed.

FIG. 51 is an enlarged cross-sectional view on line 51-51
of FIG. 49 with the clip of the third embodiment of the
security device locked into the housing and the locking pins
locking the clip to the housing.

FIG. 52 is an enlarged cross-sectional view on line 51-51
of FIG. 49 with a magnet unlocking the clip the housing and
the locking pins locking being pulled to an unlocked posi-
tion.

Similar numbers refer to similar parts throughout the
drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The security device of the present invention is indicated
generally at 1, and is shown in FIGS. 1-3 secured about a
package 3. Security device 1 includes a main housing
indicated generally at 5 (FIG. 4), and a plurality of cables 7,
preferably two, which are stored on an internal spool 8.
Housing 5 (FIG. 4B) includes a main housing body 9
preferably formed by an oval shape side wall 10, with an
internal spool compartment 11 and a lock compartment 13.
Housing 5 further includes a top cover plate 15 (FIGS. 4A
and 5) which is secured on the top peripheral edge of the
housing body 9 by a plurality of fasteners 17. One end of the
double cable 7 is connected to internal spool 8 with the other
ends being connected to an attachment clip 19.

Cable 7 is stored on spool 8 which is trapped within and
rotatably contained within spool compartment 11 formed by
oval shaped side wall 10 and curved wall 57, and retained
therein by top plate 15. A winder post 21 (FIG. 9) extends
through a circular hole 22 formed in spool 8 and is used to
pretension a clock spring 23, preferably at the time of
manufacture, which provides a bias on spool 8 to rotate it in
the winding direction for retracting the cable onto the spool
in a storage position as shown in FIG. 9 and discussed
further below. Spool 8 has spaced flanges 25 and 26 and an
intervening wall 31 which form a cable storage area ther-
ebetween. An annular ring 27 of one way gear teeth 28 is
mounted on upper spool 26 and forms part of the ratchet
mechanism for controlling the rotational movement of the
spool within housing 5. Clock spring 23 is located within the
annular interior of a tensioning member 29 (FIG. 4A) which
includes a cross bar 30 for manually rotating member 29 to
tension the cable after being placed about package 3. One
end 93 of clock spring 23 is connected to winder post 21
with another end being connected to spool 8. One type of
connection may be by a projection 33 (FIG. 4B) attached to
spring 23 which extends through a slot 34 formed in the
cylindrical side wall of member 29 and into a slotted
opening 96 formed in the spool wall 31. Tensioning member
29 is connected to spool 8 by a plurality of snap-fit projec-
tions 24 which extend into slots 32 formed in spool 8. Cables
7 exits through a pair of holes 36 formed in side wall 10 of
housing body 9 as shown in FIG. 2, and have a pair of
positioning ball stops 38 attached thereto.
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The ratchet mechanism includes a locking disc indicated
generally at 35 (FIG. 4A), which has a generally circular
configuration at one end formed with a central circular
opening 37 into which a plurality of flexible locking pawls
39 extend in an arcuate cantilever fashion. Each locking
pawl has a camming projection or post 41 formed on the
distal end thereof adjacent a series of gear teeth 43. Locking
disc 35 has a generally rectangular-shaped segment 45 at the
end of the locking disc opposite end 35 which is formed with
a pair of tapered recesses 47 for receiving a pair of locking
tines 49 to secure locking disc 35 in the locked position as
discussed further below. Tines 49 preferably are formed
integrally from a metallic locking strip 51 are biased out-
wardly therefrom and secure locking disc 35 in a locked
non-rotatable position as shown particularly in FIGS. 7, 9
and 10.

A pair of rectangular-shaped key-receiving recesses 53
are formed in rectangular end 45 of the locking disc 35, the
purpose of which is discussed further below. Locking disc
35 is attached to inside surface 46 of housing cover plate 15
by three curved projections 48 formed on cover plate 15
which snap fit engage the interior periphery of circular
opening 37 of the locking disc (FIG. 9). Annular ring 27 of
spool 8 extends upwardly through circular opening 37 of
locking disc 35 with gear teeth 43 of locking pawls 39 being
engageable with gear teeth 28 of ring 27 as shown in FIG.
7 due to the flexible cantilever arrangement of locking pawls
39. Locking disc 35 also rests against three curved bosses 52
which are formed on and project from surface 46 of plate 15
into which posts 41 of locking pawls 39 extend.

Housing top cover plate 15 (FIG. 5) is formed with a
circular opening 59 for rotatably receiving tensioning mem-
ber 29 therein providing accessibility to cross member 30.
Cover plate 15 also includes a pair of key-receiving slots 61
which have an elongated configuration and which align with
key recesses 53 of locking disc 35. A key positioning ledge
63 is formed on the outer surface of cover plate 15 to assist
in aligning and positioning a pair of key projections 65 of a
magnetic key 66 (FIG. 19) when placed thereon as shown in
FIGS. 11 and 13 for unlocking locking tines 49 from locking
engagement within recesses 47 of locking disc 35 as dis-
cussed further below.

The unique locking mechanism of the present invention
includes a pivotally mounted lock arm indicated generally at
69 (FIG. 4B), which includes a curved end 71 and an
opposed end 72 and an intervening pivot 73. End 72 is
formed with an arcuate section of ratchet teeth 74 with end
71 being formed with a pair of bosses 75 extending down-
wardly therefrom. Lock arm 69 is pivotally mounted on the
top end of a post 77 located in lock compartment 13 which
extends into an opening which forms pivot 73, which when
assembled will place ratchet teeth 74 in mating engagement
with an arcuate segment of ratchet teeth 78 formed on the
bottom surface of end 45 of locking disc 35 as shown in FIG.
6. Lock arm 69 rests upon and is supported by an annular
shoulder 70 formed on pivot post 77 and retained in position
by an arcuate projection 67 and an annular boss 68 extending
from on the inside surface of plate 15 (FIGS. 5 and 9). The
extended end of pivot post 77 is received within boss 68.
Arm 69 also is supported by a pair of ribs 62 formed along
wall 57 (FIG. 4B). Bosses 75 extend through a pair of curved
openings 79 formed in a ledge 76 formed adjacent an end of
sidewall 9 for releasable engagement with a pair of angled
slots 80 formed in an end of attachment clip 19 (FIG. 4B).
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Attachment clip 19 is to be inserted into an arcuate-shaped
opening 83 formed in an end of housing wall 10 when in an
engaged locked position for securing the cable about pack-
age 3.

As shown in FIG. 7, a piezo alarm 85 is mounted in lock
compartment 13 and is operatively engaged with a printed
circuit board 87 also mounted in compartment 13 which is
powered by a battery (not shown) which is accessible
through a battery cover 88 formed in the bottom of housing
body 9 as shown in FIG. 8. An EAS tag 90 preferably will
be located in lock compartment 13 and operationally con-
nected and controlled by printed circuit board 87.

The alarm system provided by printed circuit board 87
and alarm 85 may implement different types of EAS tags 90
such as acoustio-magnetic (AM), electro-magnetic (EM)
and radio frequency (RF) within the concept of the inven-
tion. Furthermore, an electrical sense loop will be provided
by cables 7 so that should one of the cables be cut or
separated from the security device, the alarm system will
actuate audible piezo alarm 85. Also, EAS tag 90 is intended
to actuate an audible alarm or other signaling device at a
security gate should a thief attempt to remove the protected
article with the security device attached thereto in an unau-
thorized manner through the exit protected security gate.
The alarm system and components thereof are well known
in the security art and thus are not described in further detail.

When in the assembled position, spool 8 is rotatably
mounted within housing 5 on winder post 21 and cable 7 is
stored thereon with two of the cables extending outwardly
through holes 36 (FIG. 2) and terminating at clip 19. Spool
8 is rotatably mounted on winder post 21 which extends
through a complementary-shaped hole 91 formed in the
bottom wall of housing 5 and through hole 22 in the spool.
A pair of arcuate projections 92 (FIG. 4B) surround hole 91
and form a pair of slots 99. Preferably after manufacture and
before shipment of tensioning device 1 to a customer, clock
spring 23 is pretensioned by winder post 21. One end 93 of
clock spring 23 is inserted into a slot 95 formed in winder
post 21 with another end of the clock spring being fixed to
spool 8 by projection 33 extending through slot 34 of
tensioning member 29 and into slotted opening 96 formed
on wall 31 of spool 8 as discussed above. Winder post 21
will be partially inserted into hole 91 and spool hole 22 and
then rotated a predetermined number of revolutions to
pretension clock spring 23 to a desired tensioning force. Post
21 then is inserted fully into hole 91 wherein a pair of wings
98 formed on the bottom of post 21 are inserted into notches
99 to lock post 21 in its final installed position with the
desired tension being applied to spring 23 which exerts a
predetermined rotational force on spool 8. Once post 21 has
been used to tension spring 23 and insert into housing body
9, it will be retained permanently therein by a plurality of
one-way snap fit projections 101. Also, when device 1 is
fully assembled, camming projections 41 (FIG. 4A)
mounted on the ends of locking pawls 39 will extend into the
curved recesses 52A formed within the interior of curved
bosses 52 formed on the interior surface of cover plate 15.
Furthermore, ratchet teeth 74 at the end of lock arm 69 will
be engaged with the arcuate segment of ratchet teeth 78 of
locking disc 35 as shown in FIG. 7A. One-way gear teeth 43
of'locking pawls 39 will be in locking engagement with gear
teeth 28 of spool ring 27 when device 1 is in the locked
position as shown in FIG. 7, and disengaged therefrom when
in the unlocked position of FIG. 15 as described further
below.

The manner of operation of the improved cable wrap
security device of the present invention is best shown in
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FIGS. 7-18. When in the unlocked and unattached position
as shown in FIG. 17, spool 8 will be free wheeling in the
unwind direction. A clerk will pull outwardly on clip 19 as
shown by Arrow A, which will unwind cable 7 from about
spool 8. The cable is placed about the corners of the package
until clip 19 reaches the position as shown in FIG. 18 where
the clip is at the entrance of end slot opening 83. A clerk will
insert clip 19 into opening 83 as shown by Arrow B, which
will cause bosses 75 of lock arm 69, which are aligned with
the entrances to angled slots 80 of clip 19, to move in an
angular fashion along angled slots 80. This movement will
cause lock arm 69 to pivot about pivot 73 causing ratchet
teeth 74 which are engaged with arcuate ratchet teeth 78
(FIG. 7A) to rotate locking disc 35 sufficiently to move gear
teeth 43 into engagement with spool teeth 28 due to the
movement of posts 41 within curved bosses 52. This results
in clip 19, bosses 75 and ratchet teeth 43 to assume the
locked position as shown in FIG. 7. Locking tines 49 will
automatically move from the unlocked position of FIG. 16
into the locked position of FIG. 10 wherein the distal ends
50 will enter into recesses 47 and into abutting engagement
with shoulders 54 at the end of recesses 47. When in this
locked position of FIG. 7, clip 19 is prevented from being
disengaged from housing 5 due to the angular position of
locking arm bosses 75 and angled slots 80. Arm 75 is
prevented from further movement due to the engagement of
ratchet teeth 74 with ratchet teeth 78 of locking disc 35,
since disc 35 is prevented from further movement due to the
engagement of locking pawl gear teeth with the one-way
gear teeth 28 of spool 26 and locking tines 49 engaged in
recesses 47. Locking arm 69 is prevented from movement
since it is secured at one end by clip 19 and at the other end
by ratchet teeth 74, which in turn positively engages pawl
teeth 43 of locking disc 39 with spool teeth 28. The
engagement of pawl teeth 43 with spool teeth 28 prevents
any further rotation of the spool in the cable discharge or
unwind direction.

The clerk then will rotate disc spool 8 in the tensioning
direction by manual rotation of tensioning member 29 by
grasping and turning cross member 30. Usually only a slight
turn of member 30 will be sufficient to further tighten the
cable about the package by retracting the cable into the
security device and about spool 8. When in this secured
position, the internal alarm and sense loop provided through
cable 7 will prevent unauthorized severing of the cable and
prevent the unauthorized removal of the protected package
through the security gate because of the presence of EAS tag
90.

To remove security device 1 from package 3, a clerk will
place key 66 against key positioning ledge 63 and place
projections 65 through elongated slot 61 and into recesses 53
of'locking disc 35 which will align a pair of internal magnets
103 with each of the locking tines 49. See FIGS. 11 and 13.
The locking tines will be attracted to magnets 103 and move
out of engagement within recesses 47 from the locked
position of FIG. 10 to the unlocked position of FIG. 13. The
operator then merely moves the key a very slight amount
along cover plate 15 as shown by Arrow D, FIG. 14, with
key projections 65 moving slightly along slotted openings
61. The engagement of key projections 65 in recesses 53 will
rotate locking disc 35 and disengage pawl teeth 43 from
spool ratchet teeth 28 since camming projections 41 will
move through curved bosses 52 completely disengaging the
pawl teeth from spool teeth 28 as locking disc 35 rotates
slightly in a counterclockwise from the position of FIG. 12
to that of FIG. 15. This movement will pivot lock arm 69 in
a clockwise direction due to the engagement of ratchet teeth
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74 with ratchet teeth 78, which will in turn cause bosses 75
to move from their locked position within clip slots 80 to the
unlocked position of FIG. 15. This movement also moves
locking strip 51 and locking tines 49 from the unlocked
position of FIG. 13 to the position of FIG. 16 where the
locking tines are prevented from being biased back into
recesses 47 since they have been placed out of alignment
with the recesses. Upon reaching the unlocked position as
shown in FIG. 12 and FIG. 14, the bias exerted by clock
spring 23 will rotate spool 8 in the cable retraction or cable
take-up direction causing the cable to move inwardly in the
direction of Arrow D as shown in FIG. 14 which will
automatically rotate spool 8 from the position of FIG. 12 to
that of FIG. 15. Thus the retraction tension exerted on cable
7 by spring 23 will automatically pull clip 19 from within
housing 5 in the direction of Arrow E (FIG. 14) when tines
49 are lifted from within recesses 47 and locking disc 35 is
moved slightly by key projections 65 disengaging the clip
from within the housing. The retraction tension exerted by
the spring will continually rotate spool 8 in the retraction
direction enabling the previously extended cable to be
automatically retracted into its stored position on spool 8
such as shown in FIG. 17.

The reverse of these steps occur when clip 19 is reinserted
into housing body 9 through arcuate opening 83 as shown by
Arrow B, FIG. 18, which as described above will pivot
locking arm 69 through the action of bosses 75 in clip slots
80. Again, this movement will slightly rotate locking disc 35
due to the engagement of gear teeth 74 with gear teeth 78 on
the locking disc as shown in FIG. 7A, which in turn cause
pawl teeth 43 to engage spool teeth 28 by the movement of
locking pawl bosses 41 in the arcuate recesses of bosses 52
formed on housing top cover plate 15. This movement of
locking disc 35 will then move locking strip 51, and in
particular locking tines 49 from the position of FIG. 16 to
that of FIG. 13, where due to the natural spring bias of the
locking tines will automatically move into recesses 47
wherein distal ends 50 engage recess shoulders 54 placing
the various members in a secured locked position until the
locking tines are again moved out of the recesses by the use
of key 66 from the position of FIG. 10 to that of FIG. 16.

Thus, the locking device of the present invention provides
for a cable wrap security device which is easily placed in a
secured locked position about a package by pulling the
cables out of their retracted position within the device
overcoming the biasing force exerted by clock spring 23.
The locking device automatically becomes locked by inser-
tion of clip 19 into housing 5, as well as automatically
actuating the ratchet mechanism preventing rotation of the
spool and consequently the attached cable in a payout or
unwind direction. Furthermore, slight manual rotation of the
exposed end of tensioning member 29 will further retract the
cable by winding spool 8 in a further cable take-up direction
until the desired tension is achieved on the cable about the
package to prevent its removal from about the package until
the device is unlocked by a special key, such as magnetic key
66. Also due to the alarm system and the sense loop provided
through the cables, together with the EAS tag secured and
concealed within the security device, tampering of security
device 1 is prevented by the use of audible alarm 85, as well
as the use of the EAS tag to prevent removal of the entire
package and attached device through a secured exit.

FIG. 20 shows an alternate embodiment of the connection
of cable 7 with clip 19 wherein a first embodiment is shown
particularly in FIG. 15. As shown in FIG. 15, cable 7 merely
forms a continuous loop through clip 19, which although
providing a strong mechanical connection between the cable
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and the clip, does not provide the additional security as that
provided by the alternate connection of cable 7 to clip 19 as
shown in FIG. 20 and described below. As shown in FIG. 20,
cable 7 is two separate cables, each of which terminates in
a slightly enlarged connector 105, which may be press fitted
on the ends of the cable which are received and retained
within slots 107 formed in both sides of clip 19. Cable
connectors 105 are each engageable with a spring clip 109
which provides an electrical terminal through its connection
to the appropriate circuitry formed on printed circuit board
87. Thus, when clip 19 is inserted through or into end
opening 83 of housing 9, cable terminal connectors 105 will
mechanically engage spring clips 109 completing an elec-
trical circuit through printed circuit board 87. Thus, should
clip 19 be forcibly pulled out from housing 9, it will disrupt
the electrical continuity established through printed circuit
board 87 causing alarm 85 to sound, notifying the store
personnel that an unauthorized event has occurred.

It is readily understood that some type of pressure switch,
magnetic switch, etc. (now shown) will be incorporated into
security device 1 and the alarm circuitry of the printed
circuit board to deactivate the alarm upon lawful opening of
the lock mechanism and removal of clip 19 from body 9 to
prevent the alarm from sounding.

It is readily understood that other types of security keys
could be utilized instead of magnetically attracting locking
tines if desired, without affecting the concept of the inven-
tion. Also, various types of manually actuated winding
devices and spring mechanisms could be utilized than the
particular clock spring 23 and tensioning member 29 as
shown and described above.

A modified security device of the present invention is
indicated generally at 110, and is shown particularly in
FIGS. 21-40. Modified security device 110 includes a main
housing indicated generally at 113, comprised of an upper
housing member 114 and a bottom housing member 115
which can be joined to together by adhesives, sonic welding
etc. to form an internal chamber having a spool compartment
116 in which is rotatably mounted a cable spool 117, and a
lock compartment 118. Top housing member 114 is shown
particularly in FIG. 22A and has an elongated configuration
with a main circular opening 119 in which is rotatably
mounted a winder mechanism 121. Winder mechanism 121
is operationally connected to cable spool 117 by a plurality
of projections 122 formed on spool 117 and extending into
notches 123 formed in the periphery of an annular flange
125. Winder mechanism 121 includes the outer substantially
annular flange 125 which is located beneath a downwardly
extending annular projection 127 surrounding housing open-
ing 119 (FIG. 38) to retain winder mechanism 121 within
spool compartment 116 of housing 113. Winder mechanism
121 includes a flip-up handle 129 which is pivotally
mounted by a pair of pivot pins 130 on the main disc-shaped
body portion 131 of the winder mechanism. Winder mecha-
nism 121 is secured to cable spool 117 by projections 122 so
as to be rotatable therewith.

A cable 133 which could be a single loop or a pair of
cables is connected to spool 117 with the other cable ends
being connected to an attachment clip indicated generally at
135. Cable 133 is stored on spool 117 which is rotatably
mounted within spool compartment 116 on a post 139
extending upwardly from a circular plate 137 (FIGS. 22B,
24 and 38) which is mounted in a circular hole 138 formed
in bottom housing member 115. Post 139 is formed with a
slot 141 in which an end 142 of a coil spring 143 is secured
which provides a biasing force on spool 117 to rotate the
spool in the winding direction to retract the cable onto the
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spool into a stored position as shown in FIGS. 38 and 39 and
discussed further below. Spool 117 has spaced flanges 145
and 146 (FIGS. 22B and 25) and an intervening wall 147
which forms a cable storage area therebetween. The use of
only two cables or cable loops attached to spool 117 and
exiting housing 113 in an improvement over prior cable
security devices such as shown in U.S. Pat. No. 5,722,266
which has four cable loops or sections exiting the housing.
This reduces tangling of the cable and enables a greater
take-up tension to be placed on the two cable loops than
possible on the four cable loops when manually rotating the
spool after placement of the cable about the object.

A plurality of notches 144 may be formed in wall 147 for
securing cable 133 to the spool. A plurality of gear teeth 149
preferably are formed on the outer periphery of both spool
flanges 145 and 146 and form part of a ratchet mechanism
for controlling the rotational movement of spool 117 within
spool compartment 116. Coil spring 143 is seated within a
cylindrical spring holder 151 (FIG. 29) which has a center
hole 152 formed in a bottom wall 153 through which spool
post 139 extends as shown in FIG. 38. Holder 151 is
clamped against housing bottom member 115 by spool
flange 145. A second end 155 of spring 143 is inserted into
a slot 156 formed in spring holder sidewall 157 (FIG. 22B)
to secure spring 143 to spring holder 151. Winder mecha-
nism 121 as discussed above is fixed to spool 117 and is
manually rotated as discussed further below, by the use of
flip-up handle 129 for rotating spool 117 in a clockwise
direction as shown by Arrow A in FIG. 33 to tighten cable
133 about a product after retracting the cable into housing
113 by the biasing force of spring 143. Cable 133 exits
housing 113 through a pair of holes 159 formed in one end
of elongated sidewall 160 of top housing member 114.

A ratchet mechanism which engages spool teeth 149 to
prevent movement of the spool in the unwinding direction
includes a spring biased spool locking lever 162 (FIGS. 22B
and 28) which is biased by U-shaped spring 163 into
engagement with the spool gear teeth formed on spool
flanges 145 and 146. Locking lever 162 is pivotally mounted
within spool compartment 116 as shown in FIG. 39 by a
pivot pin 165 and biased toward engagement with the spool
teeth. As shown in FIG. 28, a pair of spaced projections 166
are formed on one end of locking lever 162 which engage
the pair of spaced gear teeth on flanges 145 and 146 as
shown in FIG. 30. The use of the pair of gear teeth and a pair
of projections 166 provide increased resistance to tampering
by a thief and increased security projections to security
device 110 since it is able to withstand greater tension on the
attached cables.

In accordance with one of the features of the invention, a
release button 169 (FIGS. 22B and 30) is pivotally mounted
in spool compartment 116 by pivot pin 165. Release button
169 includes an outwardly projecting pawl 171 on the
opposite end from the pivot, the function of which is
discussed further below. In accordance with another feature
of the invention, attachment clip 135 (FIG. 22A) includes a
locking clip indicated generally at 173 and a clip housing
174. Cable 133 is shown as being two cable sections which
are secured in locking clip 173 by a pair of metallic ferrules
175. Ferrules 175 are attached to the ends of cables 133 and
seated in compartments 167 formed in clip 173 to secure the
cables in one end of locking clip 173. Cables 133 extend
outwardly through an elongated slot 177 (FIG. 27) formed
in end wall 178 of clip housing 174. Locking clip 173 has
a generally planar rectangular configuration and is divided
by a slot 170 into a pair of legs 168. Each leg is formed with
a first pair of spaced recesses 179 (FIGS. 22A and 31), each
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of which terminates in an upwardly extending tapered rear
wall 180 opposite a right angled shoulder 184, and has a
second pair of recesses 181 spaced rearwardly from recess
179. The front edges of locking clip legs 168 have tapered
surfaces 183 adjacent the first pair of recess 179. The
function of these recesses and angled surfaces are discussed
further below with respect to the placement and locking of
attachment clip 135 within lock compartment 118.

A locking mechanism indicated generally at 185, is
mounted at the attachment clip entrance end 186 of housing
113. Entrance end 186 is formed with a slotted opening 187
formed by an outwardly extending rectangular frame 188
(FIG. 31) for slidably receiving locking clip 173 therein as
discussed further below. Locking mechanism 185 includes a
locking shuttle 189 having a pair of spaced locking plungers
190 preferably formed of a magnetically attractable material
such as metal, having end locking projections 191 which are
engageable in recesses 179 and 181 of locking clip 173 to
dock attachment clip 135 to housing 113. Shuttle 189 has a
concave recess 188 which provides clearance from a battery
199 when in the locked position. A pair of coil springs 193
are mounted about a pair of posts 195 which are formed
integrally on the inside surface of top housing member 114
(FIGS. 23 and 35) and which extend into aligned holes 197
formed in locking shuttle 189 (FIGS. 22A and 35). Springs
193 bias locking shuttle 189, and in particular, locking
plunger ends 191 into locking engagement with recesses 179
and 181 of locking clip 173.

Modified security device 110 includes piezo alarm 85
which is located within lock compartment 118, and is
operatively engaged with printed circuit board 87 powered
by battery 199 (FIG. 38). A light pipe 200 (FIG. 38) may be
mounted in a hole 202 formed in top housing member 114,
adjacent an LED 201 mounted on circuit board 87, which is
lighted when the alarm circuitry formed on printed circuit
board 87 is activated upon attachment clip 135, and in
particular, locking clip 173 being in its final locking position
as shown in FIGS. 21, 35, 36, 37 and 38. In this final locked
position, ferrules 175 which are mounted on the ends of
cables 133, engage electrical contacts 203 which extend
downwardly from printed circuit board 87 and are electri-
cally connected thereto to complete the alarm circuit of
printed circuit board 87 through cables 133 by the electrical
connection between contacts 203 and ferrules 175. This
provides for the sense loops extending through cables 133.
An EAS tag could be mounted within lock compartment 118
or at other locations within device 110 if desired to add
additional security to the device.

A cable crossover pad 205 (FIG. 21) may be mounted on
cables 133 and is generally located on an opposite side of a
package from that of security device 110. Pad 205 assists in
maintaining the cables about the protected package or other
item making it more difficult to slip the cable off of the edges
of the package. Pad 205 can also contain some of the alarm
circuitry contained in housing 113 indicated at 206. By
placing some of the electronics of the alarm circuitry in
crossover pad 205 it can reduce the size and complexity of
security device 110. The EAS tag could also be placed easily
in or on crossover pad 205 if desired.

The manner of operation of the modified security device
110 is best shown in FIGS. 30-40. When in the unlocked
position as shown in FIG. 30, a clerk will depress button 169
such as shown in FIG. 33 which will pivot locking lever 163
in a counterclockwise direction since surface 216 of button
169 is abuttingly engaged with surface 217 of lock lever 162
(FI1G. 22B). This pivotal movement of locking lever 162 will
disengage projections 166 from gear teeth 149 placing spool
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117 in a free wheeling condition in the unwind direction. A
clerk will pull outwardly on attachment clip 135 which will
overcome any bias of spring 143 on spool 117 and unwind
a sufficient amount of cable 133 from about spool 17
enabling the cable to be placed about the corners of the
package until clip 135 reaches the position as shown in FIG.
30 where attachment clip 135 is at entrance slot opening
187. This unwinding of cable 133 from spool 117 will
further tension spool spring 143 tending to wind cable 133
on the spool. However, this is prevented upon the clerk
releasing pressure on button 169 since U-spring 163 will
bias locking lever 162 and projections 166 thereof back into
locking engagement with gear teeth 149. The clerk will then
insert clip 135 into slot opening 187 from the unlatched and
unlocked position of FIGS. 30, 31 to the partially locked
position of FIGS. 32 and 33. Upon locking clip 173 being
inserted through slot opening 187 (FIG. 32), the tapered or
ramped ends 183 of locking clip 173 will move locking
plungers 190 from their downwardly biased position of FI1G.
31 to a raised position of FIG. 32 as shown by Arrow B. As
locking clip 173 is inserted further into opening 187 of
housing 113 from the position of FIG. 32 to that of the first
locked position of FIGS. 33 and 34, locking plungers 190 are
biased downwardly by springs 193 into the first pair of
recesses 179. When in this first locked position of FIG. 37,
locking clip 173 is prevented from being removed from
housing 113.

Even though spool 117 is biased in the windup direction
by spring 143, it is prevented from retracting the cable by
locking lever projections 166 engaging spool teeth 149. The
clerk then positions the cable about the package and then
depresses button 169, as shown by Arrow F in FIG. 33.
Spring 143 will rotate spool 117 in the windup direction
which will automatically tension the cable about the package
by the slack in the cable being taken up automatically by the
biased rotation of spool 117. The clerk then moves attach-
ment clip 135 from the first locked position of FIG. 33 in the
direction of Arrow D into the fully locked position of FIG.
36. During this movement, locking clip 173 moves from the
first locked position of FIG. 34 to the full locked position of
FIG. 37 wherein locking projections 190 are initially raised
upwardly as they move along upwardly tapered surfaces
180, after which they automatically drop into locking
recesses 181 where they are prevented from backward
movement by vertical wall or shoulder 184. Upon reaching
this full locked position, ferrules 175 engage electric con-
tacts 203 of printed circuit board 87 providing an electrical
path through the conductors of cable 133 and the alarm
circuit providing sense loops through the cables so that piezo
alarm 85 will sound should cable 133 be severed by a
potential thief. Before moving into this fully locked position
of FIGS. 36 and 37, depression of button 169 was removed
whereupon U-spring 163 biased locking lever 162 inwardly
so that locking projections 166 enter into the adjacent gear
teeth 149 as shown in FIG. 30. When in this locked position,
pawl 171 of button 169 is located adjacent side edge 207 of
locking clip 173 (FIG. 36), which prevents depression of
button 169 inwardly, preventing the removal of locking
projections 166 from within gear teeth 49. Thus, upon
locking clip 173 reaching the full locked position of FIGS.
35, 36 and 37, the cable is tensioned about the package by
the force exerted on cable 133 by coil spring 143. However,
the clerk merely raises up flip-up handle 129 of winder
mechanism 121 and manually rotates the winder mechanism
attached to spool 117 in a clockwise direction as shown by
Arrow A, FIG. 39 to further tighten the cable about the
package to a desired tension. The cable will move in the
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tightening or windup direction since locking lever 162 can
pivot in a counterclockwise direction as shown in FIG. 39,
but not in a clockwise direction when engaged with spool
teeth 149 due to the abutment of locking lever surface 217
with button surface 216. Button 169 is prevented from
inward movement by the engagement of pawl 171 with side
edge 207 of locking clip 173. The contact between ferrules
175 and printed circuit board contacts 203 will activate the
alarm circuitry and light LED 201 which is visible to a clerk
and potential thief through light pipe 200.

To unlock the locked mechanism, magnetic key 66 (FIG.
19) is properly placed on the top surface of clip housing 174
by inserting locating projections 65 into alignment holes 211
formed in clip housing 174. This alignment ensures that
magnets 103 are properly aligned with locking plungers 190
as shown in FIG. 40. Magnets 103 will move locking
plungers 190 from their locked position of FIG. 35 to the
unlocked position of FIG. 40 as shown by Arrows E. Upon
reaching the unlocked position of FIG. 40, clip 173 is easily
removed from housing 113 by sliding the locking clip out
through slot opening 187.

In accordance with another feature of the invention, upon
the upward movement of plungers 190 and shuttle 189 by
the attraction toward magnets 103, shuttle 189 will engage
and depress a switch 210 mounted on printed circuit board
87 (FIGS. 32 and 37) which will deactivate the alarm
circuitry preventing the sounding of the alarm upon removal
of clip 135 from housing 113.

After attachment clip 135 has been removed from the
housing 113 back to the position of FIG. 30, pawl 171 is
disengaged from side edge 207 of locking clip 173 where-
upon button 169 can be depressed which will disengage
locking projections 166 from within spool teeth 149 which
will automatically retract the cables back into the housing
and about spool 117 due to the biasing force exerted thereon
by spring 143. Thus, a clerk merely removes attachment clip
135 from within housing 113 after placing key 66 therein
and by depression of release button 169 will control the
windup of the cable back into the housing about the spool
until clip 135 reaches a position closely adjacent the oppo-
site end of housing 113 from that of the entrance end 186,
or until crossover pad 205 engages the end of housing 113
if a pad 205 is used with security device 110. This automatic
retraction of the cable back into the housing prevents excess
cable from remaining dangling from housing 113, which
heretofore became tangled with adjacent products or other
security devices and cables.

As with security device 1 described above, the alarm
system provides the desired security preventing cable 133
from being severed without sounding the internal alarm and
enables the cable to be tightened about the product to the
desired tension by easily manually rotating flip-up handle
129. It is readily understood that crossover pad 205 may or
may not be used with modified security device 110 and it
may or may not include portions of the alarm circuitry or
contain an EAS tag therein as discussed above.

When in the fully locked position as shown in FIGS. 37
and 39, a slight gap 213 may be formed between the inner
edge 214 of clip housing 174 which enables attachment clip
135 to be manually moved slightly inwardly in the direction
of Arrow F as shown in FIG. 37, when a clerk starts to
unlock security device 110 and remove attachment clip 135
from the housing. This slight inward movement facilitates
the upward movement of locking plungers 190 by eliminat-
ing the friction force created between the edge of locking
plunger end 191 with recess shoulder 184, which heretofore
was tightly clamped together by the tension of the coil spring
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attempting to pull attachment clip 135 out of engagement
from within housing 113. Thus, a clerk upon placing magnet
key 66 in the position as shown in FIG. 40, pushes slightly
inwardly on attachment clip 135 to reduce the pressure
between the locking plungers and the locking clip until the
locking plungers have been retracted facilitating the unlock-
ing and removal of the attachment clip from within the
housing. Furthermore, the use of only two cables around
spool 117 or one continuous cable loop enables a tighter
winding of the cables on the spool and less force on the
locking lever and results in considerably less tangling of
cables as occurs when four separate cables are used as in
prior cable wrap security devices.

Furthermore, the elongated, somewhat oblong shape of
housing 113 as shown in FIG. 21, provides a device which
is more easily gripped by a clerk than when the security
device is circular, since it remains in a constant gripped
position within the hand of the clerk to further facilitate the
winding and unwinding of the cable from the spool upon
depression of button 169.

Another advantage of security device 110 is that piezo
alarm 85 is located closely adjacent bottom housing member
115 as shown in FIG. 38 and a plurality of speaker holes 215
(FIG. 22B) to provide protection from a potential thief who
could attempt to gain access to the speaker and electronics
through the speaker holes if the holes were exposed on top
of the security device. This results in the speaker holes and
alarm to be face down when security device 110 is secured
on an object which prevents a thief from disabling the alarm
by inserting a sharp object through the speaker holes which
can occur if the speaker holes are exposed. Simulated
speaker holes 220 may be formed in disc 131 indicating to
a thief that an alarm may be contained in the housing.
Furthermore, small standoft feet or projections 222 prefer-
ably extend from the bottom surface of bottom housing
member 115 providing better sound transmissions from
alarm 85 when actuated by providing a gap or spacing
between the speaker holes and secured object.

It is also possible in accordance with the present inven-
tion, to form attachment clip 135 as two separate clips, each
of which is attached to one of a pair of cables and individu-
ally inserted through end openings in the housing and locked
by a locking mechanism similar to that described above.
This enables at least one of the cables to be inserted through
a small opening of a product being protected thereby which
would provide protection to that product without requiring
the product being a box or a similar parallelepiped configu-
ration. Likewise, it is understood that attachment clip 135
can be inserted through openings in a product before being
latched to housing 113 providing a security device having an
alarm which could secure the product to a support structure
or the like.

Another advantage of security device 110 is that upon a
large force being exerted on cable 133, the cable can be
pulled away from ferrules 125 (FIG. 30) or the ferrules will
break electrical contact with contacts 203 (FIG. 37) causing
alarm 85 to be actuated.

Again, the attachment of only two cable loops or cable
sections to the attachment clip which is detached from the
housing when in the unlocked position, enables the cables to
be retracted into the housing until needed, eliminating
exposed cables susceptible to tangling as occurs in prior art
cable wrap security devices. Likewise, the retraction spring
mechanism enables cable slack to be easily taken up after
placing the cable about an object prior to manually tighten-
ing the cable, and after the cable has been removed from a
protected object.
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A third configuration of the preferred embodiment is
shown in FIGS. 41-52 as another security device 300. As
discussed later, this security device 300 is configured to send
and receive data to and from a wireless network such as an
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE)
802.15.4 wireless network. For details about how the secu-
rity device 300 sends messages to, receives messages from
and interacts with a wireless network, see U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/244,320, filed Sep. 21, 2009,
entitled “A Configurable Monitoring Device;” U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/246,393, filed Sep. 28,
2009, entitled “Systems, Methods and Apparatuses for Man-
aging Configurable Monitoring Devices;” U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/246,388, filed Sep. 28, 2009,
entitled “A Configurable Monitoring Device;” U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/248,223, filed Oct. 2, 2009,
entitled “Employment of a Configurable Monitoring Device
as an Inventory Management Tool;” U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/248,228, filed Oct. 2, 2009, entitled
“Employment of a Configurable Monitoring Device as a
Marketing Tool;” U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/248,242, filed Oct. 2, 2009, entitled “Configurable Moni-
toring Device Having Bridge Functionality;” U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/248,233, filed Oct. 2, 2009,
entitled “Employment of a Configurable Monitoring Device
as a Personal Identifier for Facilitating Transactions;” U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/248,239, filed Oct. 2,
2009, entitled “Employment of a Configurable Monitoring
Device as a Security Tool;” U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-
cation No. 61/248,269, filed Oct. 2, 2009, entitled “Key for
Commissioning, Decommissioning and Unlocking Configu-
rable Monitoring Devices;” and U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/248,196, filed Oct. 2, 2009, entitled
“Systems, Methods and Apparatuses for Locating Configu-
rable Monitoring Devices,” and whereby each of these
patent application are hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entirety.

The main components of security device 300 include a
housing 302, a clip 304, one or more cables 306 and an
optional crossover device 308. When the crossover device
308 is used with the security device 300, it can be used to
more quickly position portions of the cable 306 on one side
of' a merchandise item or a box 309 containing a merchan-
dise item while the housing 302 is positioned on an opposite
side of the merchandise item before the security device 300
is locked down on the item. The cable 306 can be a single
cable with one end attached at the clip device 304 with the
cable 306 passing through the crossover device 308 then into
the housing and wrapped around a spool 319 (discussed
later) then exiting the housing 302 and passing through the
crossover device 308 a second time before returning to the
clip device 304 with a second end of cable 306 attached to
the clip device 304. The cable 306 has been illustrated as a
single cable, however in some configurations it could be
formed with two or more sections of cable.

The housing 302 includes a top housing structure 310
(best seen in FIG. 44A) and a bottom housing plate 313 (best
seen in FIG. 44B). The top housing structure 310 has a
circular hole 316 that is filled with a top housing wall 317
that formed a part of a spool 319 or is attached to the spool
319. The top housing wall 317 is formed with a flip-up
handle 321 that is attached to the top housing wall 317 with
one or more pivot pins 323. The top housing wall 317 can
further include a handle recessed area 322 that allows the
flip-up handle 321 to be folded down into the recessed area
322 when the handle 321 is unused. Two alignment depres-
sions 320 are located on the top housing structure 310 that
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mark positions used to align a magnetic key that is used to
unlock the security device 300 as discussed later.

The bottom housing plate 313 (FIG. 44B) has a central
protrusion 324 that is formed on a bottom wall 314 so that
a central hole on the spool 319 can fit around the protrusion
324. The protrusion 324 and hole are sized to allow the spool
319 to be easily rotated in a clockwise or counterclockwise
direction. The bottom housing plate 313 has a circular
indentation 326 that can be used to further guide the rota-
tional movement of the spool 319.

The bottom housing plate 313 further has one or more
generally wedge shaped pin ramps 328 that form part of a
locking device 327 used to lock the clip 304 to the housing
302. The one or more pin ramps 328 are formed with tapered
back sides 329 extending outward from the ramps 328 to
form an area 330 behind the pin ramps 328. As discussed
later, this area 330 behind the ramps 328 is formed to
prevent a pin with a grooved end from moving in an upward
direction as shown by arrow AA in FIG. 52 away from the
bottom housing plate 313 to unlock the clip 304 from the
housing 302 without first requiring the clip 304 to be further
pushed into the housing 302 to push the pins out from under
the tapered back sides of the ramps 328.

The bottom housing plate 313 is also formed with several
other features including two opposite side walls 332 that
have recessed inner side walls 333 that fit within side walls
345 of the top housing structure 310. A curved front tab 343
is formed on a front edge of the bottom housing plate 313
that is configured to fit under a complementary shaped
structure on the top housing structure 310. Curved protru-
sions 335 are formed at one end of the bottom housing plate
310 and are formed to fit within complementary formed side
walls of the upper housing structure 310. Screw holes 337
are formed in the bottom housing plate 313 to allow the
bottom housing to be attached to the top housing structure
310 with one or more housing screws 338. An elevated
switch ramp 339 is also formed on the bottom wall 314 of
the bottom housing plate 313 with a curved front edge 336.

In the preferred embodiment of this configuration as
shown in FIG. 44 A, the top housing structure 310 is formed
with a curved front wall 340, two side walls 345, a partial top
wall 349 and a C-shaped bottom wall 347. A partial bottom
front wall 341 extends inwardly from the curved front wall
340. As best seen in FIG. 44A, the C-shaped bottom wall
347, together with each of the side walls 345, forms a pair
of C-shaped end walls 351. The top housing structure 310 is
additionally formed with a spring support structure 353 that
can be U-shaped and configured to house a locking pin 378
and spring 334. The top housing structure 310 is further
formed with two screw support stands 355 configured to
receive screws 338. Two holes 356 in top housing structure
310 allow for the passing of the cable 306. The top housing
structure 310 is formed with several other useful support and
strengthening structures 357.

As best seen in FIGS. 44A and 45, a rocking lever 363 is
formed with a hole 372. The rocking lever 363 is configured
to be slid onto the screw support post 355 adjacent the spring
support structure 353 with the screw support post 355
extending through its hole 372. The rocking lever 363 has a
primary locking lever 364, a secondary lever 365, a locking
lever 367 and a cylindrical wall 368 with a notch 370. The
primary locking lever 364 and/or the secondary locking
lever 365 can be formed extending outward from the cylin-
drical wall 368 that rotates about a pivot axis. A spring 366
is mounted within the spring support structure 353 so that it
presses on the locking lever 367 that also extends outward
from the central portion that rotates about a pivot axis as best
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seen in FIGS. 48 and 49. The spring 366 extends roughly
parallel to the primary locking lever 364. The primary
locking lever 364 and/or the secondary lever 365 can be
formed to flex when under pressure and the gap 370 provides
for cylindrical wall 368 to additionally flex itself.

The locking clip 304 (FIGS. 46-47) includes an upper
housing 375, a lower housing 376, a printed circuit board
(PCB) 377 and one or more locking pins 378. The PCB 377
implements logic that generates various alarms and allows a
microprocessor 380 on the PCB 377 to send and receive data
from a wireless network such as an Institute 802.15.4
wireless network. Some of the major components on the
PCB 377 are a programmable logic chip 381, an antenna 382
formed with a meandering trace, a switch 383, a replaceable
battery 384, a speaker 385, a capacitor, an LED 421 (FIG.
50) and various other electronic components 387. A light
pipe 420 extends from the upper housing 375 and is con-
figured to carry light from the LED 421 to an outer surface
of the upper housing 375 and out of hole 418.

The preferred embodiment of the lower housing 376 can
include a front wall 389, a back wall 390 and two side walls
391. Upper portions of these walls can be recessed from
lower portions of these walls so that when the lower housing
376 is connected to the upper housing 375, the recessed
walls fit within the upper housing 375. A bottom wall 392
connects the front wall 389, a back wall 390 and two side
walls 391 together. Also formed on the bottom wall 392 and
back wall 390 are two pin retaining structures 393 used to
retain cable termination devices 388 attached to the two ends
of the cable 306. An electrical contact wrapping 430 is
wrapped around each of the termination devices 388. An
electrical contact tab 432 extends outward from each of the
electrical contact wrappings 430 and is configured to make
electrical contact with contact pads 434 on the PCB 377
when the clip is fully assembled. A rod 42 support structure
394 is formed in a front end of the bottom wall 392. The rod
support structure 394 is configured to support a rod 440
(discussed later) on a switch rocker 395. Pin support struc-
tures 397 are also formed on the bottom wall 392 to support
the locking pins 378. Screw support structures 399 are
formed on the bottom wall 392 to allow screws 400 to pass
through them for attaching the upper housing 375 to the
lower housing. Recessed areas 402 on the bottom side of the
bottom wall 392 are configured to allow locking pins 378 to
slide up the pin ramps 328 to bottom wall 314 of the bottom
housing plate 313.

When the clip 304 is assembled, the switch rocker 395 is
positioned between the bottom housing 376 and the plunger
switch 383/PCB 377 combination (FIGS. 47 and 50). As
previously mentioned, the rod 440 on the switch rocker 395
is positioned in the rod support structure 394 allowing it
pivot about the rod 440. A bias spring 396 biases the switch
rocker 395 so that it does not make contact with switch 383.
A switch ramp recessed area 404 on the outward bottom side
of the bottom wall 392 is configured to cause the switch
rocker 395 to rock when the clip 304 is inserted into the
housing 302 in turn causing the plunger 403 of the switch
383 to toggle. The bottom housing 376 can further include
one or more alignment post 398 for aligning with one or
more holes 401 the PCB 377.

The preferred embodiment of the upper housing 375
(FIGS. 46 A/B) can include a front wall 406, a back wall 407,
two side walls 408 and a top wall 409. Two cylindrical screw
mounting posts 411 extend inward from the top wall 409
configured to receive screws 400. The upper housing 375 is
further formed with pin housing walls 413 configured to
receive the pin support structures 397 of the lower housing
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376. One or more openings 417 are formed in the top wall
409 that are configured to emit sounds generated by the
speaker 385. Opening 418 provides for light from a light
pipe 420 to exit the top wall 409. A recessed area 419 on the
top surface of the top wall 409 and can provide an area to
apply a sticker to cover screw holes. The sticker can indicate
a medium access controller (MAC) address, a part number
of the security device 300, or can be used to convey other
information.

Having described the structures of the security device
300, we will now describe its operation, use and other useful
features. During use, with the clip 304 unlocked and sepa-
rated from the housing 302, the crossover device 308 would
be placed on one side of a merchandise item and the housing
302 would be placed on the other side of the merchandise
item. For example, enough of the cable would be pulled
from the housing 302 and the crossover device 308 would be
placed on one side of a box that the merchandise item is
packed in and the housing 302 would be placed on an
opposite side of the box. Note that while the clip 304 is
unlocked from the housing 302, and cable 306 can be freely
pulled from the housing, the spool 319 is never in a
completely 20 freewheeling state. This is because when the
housing 302 is unlocked the rocking lever 363 is pushed by
spring 366 so that secondary lever 365 pushes against the
spool 319 to prevent it from freewheeling. Even though the
spool 319 is prevented from freewheeling, it is still unlocked
and cable 306 can rather easily be manually pulled out of the
housing and unwound from the spool 319.

Next, the clip 304 is inserted at least partially into a
chamber of the housing 302 (FIG. 48) and pushed in the
direction of arrow BB shown in FIG. 49 until it is eventually
locked by the locking device 327 to the housing 302. As
shown in FIG. 50, when the clip 304 is pushed far enough
into the housing 302 to lock it to the housing 302, the switch
rocker 395 on the clip is depressed by the elevated switch
ramp 339 on bottom wall 314 and bottom housing plate 313.
The depressed elevated switch ramp 339 in turn depresses
switch 383 10 causing an alarm logic (discussed below) to
become activated.

As the clip 304 is being inserted into the housing 302 and
before it is locked to the housing 302 by the locking device
327, two locking pins 378 on the clip 304 begin to slide up
pin ramps 328 on the interior bottom of the bottom housing
plate 313. As shown in FIG. 51, springs 334 within the clip
304 keep the pins biased against the ramps 328 as the clip
304 is inserted into the housing 302. Upon reaching the top
of the pin ramps 328, the springs 334 will force the locking
pins 378 downward once they have been push beyond the
back walls of the pin ramps 328. Now the clip 304 has been
inserted into the housing 302 as far as it can.

Also, as the clip 304 is being inserted into the housing
302, a corner 405 (seen in FIGS. 48 and 49) on the front wall
406 of the clip 302 will push against the locking lever 367
of the rocking lever 363 to cause the primary rocking lever
364 to rotate about a pivot axis of a pin support structure 397
in the direction of arrow CC in FIG. 49. This pivot action
will swing the primary locking lever 364 into contact with
ratchet teeth 360 formed on the spool 319 to prevent the
unwinding of cable from the spool 319. While locked in this
position, the primary locking lever 364 can flex when an
attempt is made to pull cable 306 from the housing 302 to
create additional locking bias between the primary locking
lever 364 and the spool 319.

Next, the flip-up handle 321 can be used to ratchet the
cable 306 to remove any loose slack so that the security
device 300 cannot be removed from the merchandise item.
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As the cable 306 is tightened, the clip 304 is pulled partly
away from the housing 302 so that the locking pins 378 are
pulled against the back of the ramps 328 so that the tapered
back sides 329 of the ramps 328 are within the tapered areas
of the pins 379. This prevents the upward movement of the
locking pins 378 when the security device 300 is locked and
tightened about a merchandise item 309.

The PCB 377 and components associated with it form an
alarm logic. The alarm logic is configured to generate a
variety of alarms. For example, the alarm logic can alarm
when it senses an electrical path through the cable 306 has
been opened indicating that cable 306 has been severed in an
unauthorized attempt to remove the security device 300
from a merchandise item. In some configurations, the alarm
logic will generate an alarm when it detects emissions from
a security gate when it is moved within range of the security
gate. The alarm can be audible alarms at the security device
300, message alarms wirelessly sent to a network and/or
other types of alarms. Additionally, in some configurations,
as the clip is inserted into the housing 302 it will cause the
switch rocker 395 to depress a plunger on switch 383. This
in turn will cause switch 383 to close and thus activate the
alarm logic. The alarm logic can then flash the LED,
generate a chirp sound or another sound to indicate that the
alarm logic is now awake and active. This may also cause
the security device 300 to send a message to network
controller indicating that the security device 300 is now
active. In some configurations, this can also cause the alarm
logic to go from a lower power sleep state to a non-sleep
state before the alarm is activated.

When the merchandise item that the security device 300
is attached to is sold, the sales clerk can begin removing the
security device 300 by bringing a key such as a magnetic key
adjacent the housing 302. For example, as shown in FIG. 52
a magnetic key can be aligned with the key alignment
depressions 320 on the top surface of the housing. The
magnetic force begins to attack the locking pins 378 to bias
them upward with an upward pulling magnetic force. How-
ever, the locking pins 378 are still prevented from upward
movement because the tapered back sides 329 of the ramps
328 are still within the tapered area of the pin 379 on the
locking pins 378. A slight push forward on the clip 304
pushing it slightly into the housing 302 pushes the tapered
area of the pin 379 out from under the tapered back sides 329
of the ramps 328 to allow them to be pulled upward by the
magnet so that the bottom end of the locking pins 378 are
above the top of the pin ramps 328 of the housing 302. Now,
the clip 304 can simply be withdrawn from the housing 302
and the security device 300 can be removed from the
merchandise item.

In some configuration, when clip 300 is withdrawn from
the housing 302 this can also allow the switch 383 to push
switch rocker 395 away from it allowing the switch 383 to
transition from a closed state to an opened state. This allows
the microprocessor 380 to power down or place the circuitry
of'the PCB 377 to sleep or a lower power state. Additionally,
the processor 380 can also transmit a message to a controller
on a wireless network indicating it is going to an inactive
powered down and/or sleep state. The security device 300
can later be reused and attached to another merchandise
item.

The term “lock” or “locked” as used in this description
means that a key of some type is required to change the state
from locked to unlocked to distinguish from the term
“latched” to describe a connection between two elements
where a key is not required to undo the elements.
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In the foregoing description, certain terms have been used
for brevity, clearness, and understanding. No unnecessary
limitations are to be implied therefrom beyond the require-
ment of the prior art because such terms are used for
descriptive purposes and are intended to be broadly con-
strued.

Moreover, the description and illustration of the invention
is an example and the invention is not limited to the exact
details shown or described.

What is claimed is:

1. A security device for placement about an object,
comprising:

a cable;

a housing:

a spool carried by the housing for receiving the cable;

a ratchet assembly operatively engagable with the spool to

ratchet the cable about the object;

a clip connected to the cable and removably insertable
into the housing, wherein the clip comprises a printed
circuit board that is configured to activate alarm logic
when the clip is inserted into the housing;

a lock device in the housing configured to lock the clip
into the housing when the clip is inserted into the
housing, wherein the lock device is configured to allow
the spool to release the cable from within the housing
when the clip is not locked into the housing, wherein
when the clip is locked into the housing the lock device
is configured to allow winding of cable onto the spool
but not the unwinding of cable from the spool.

2. The security device of claim 1 wherein the clip is
configured to lock the cable so that the cable can enter the
housing and move in one direction but not exit the housing.

3. The security device of claim 1, wherein the clip is in an
unlocked position when the clip is unlocked from within the
housing; and wherein, the clip is in a locked position when
the clip is locked into the housing.

4. The security device of claim 1, wherein the security
device further comprises:

a rocking lever movable between an unlocked position
and a locked position, and wherein the spool further
comprises ratchet teeth, wherein the rocking lever is
configured to pivot from the unlocked position to a
locked position into contact with the ratchet teeth on
the spool to prevent the spool from rotating.

5. The security device of claim 4, wherein the rocking
lever is configured to flex when a force is applied to the cable
in an attempt to remove cable from the security device when
the clip is locked into the housing, wherein the flex increases
a lock bias of the rocking lever against the ratchet teeth of
the spool to prevent rotation of the spool.

6. The security device of claim 1, wherein the security
device further comprises:

a rocking lever; and

a spring configured to push the rocking lever into contact
with the spool when the clip is not locked into the
housing to apply some force against the spool so that
the spool does not freewheel.

7. The security device of claim 6 wherein the clip is
configured to push the rocking lever into a locking engage-
ment with the spool when the clip is locked into the housing.

8. The security device of claim 6 wherein the spool has a
pair of spaced flanges forming a cable storage space ther-
ebetween in which ratchet teeth are formed on peripheries of
the spool flanges; and in which the rocking lever engages the
ratchet teeth of the spool flanges to apply some force against
the spool so that the spool does not freewheel.
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9. The security device of claim 1, wherein the leck
security device further comprises:

a rocking lever comprising a first locking lever and a

second locking lever; and

a spring configured to bias the second locking lever into
contact with the spool when the clip is not inserted into
the housing.

10. The security device of claim 9 wherein the first
locking lever and the second locking lever extend outward
from a pivot point of the rocking lever.

11. The security device of claim 1, wherein the clip further
comprises: at least one locking pin, wherein the least one
locking pin is configured to be biased upward toward a top
surface of the housing to unlock the clip from the housing.

12. The security device of claim 11, wherein the housing
further comprises:

at least one pin ramp having a tapered back side extending
outward from the at least one pin ramp to form a
recessed area, wherein each of the at least one locking
pin comprises:

a pin having a grooved end, wherein the grooved end is
configured to allow a portion of the locking pin to move
into the recessed area.

13. The security device of claim 12, wherein the at least
one pin ramp is configured so that the at least one locking pin
travels on the at least one pin ramp when the clip is inserted
into the housing.
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14. The security device of claim 1 wherein the clip is
shaped to only be removably inserted into the housing in a
single orientation.

15. The security device of claim 1 wherein the housing
further comprises:

an opening formed in the housing leading to a chamber,

wherein the clip is shaped to provide extra rigidity to
the housing when it is locked at least partially into the
chamber.

16. The security device of claim 1 further comprising: a
crossover device slidably attached to the cable configured to
be placed on a side of the object opposite a side of the object
the housing is placed on when the security device is attached
to the object that the security device is protecting.

17. The security device of claim 1, wherein the printed
circuit board is configured to deactivate the alarm logic
when the clip is removed from the housing.

18. The security device of claim 1, wherein when the clip
is locked into the housing, a switch rocker on the clip is
depressed by an elevated switch ramp located on the hous-
ing, wherein depression of the switch rocker depresses a
switch on the clip, wherein the depression of the switch
activates the alarm logic.

19. The security device of claim 18, wherein when the clip
is removed from the housing, the switch rocker on the clip
is released, wherein the release of the switch rocker releases
the switch on the clip, wherein the release of the switch
deactivates the alarm logic.
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